
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Lawrence County Commission – April 2, 2019 – 911 Central Dispatch Ballot Question 

 

1. What is being proposed for the April 2, 2019, ballot? 

 

 A one-half of one percent sales tax for the purpose of providing central dispatching of 

fire protection, law enforcement agencies, emergency ambulance service, emergency telephone 

services, and other emergency services in Lawrence County. 

 

2. What is the ballot language for the 911 Central Dispatch Ballot Question? 

 

 911 CENTRAL DISPATCH 

 

“Shall the County of Lawrence impose a county sales tax of 

one half of one percent for the purpose of providing central 

dispatching of fire protection, law enforcement agencies, 

emergency ambulance service, emergency telephone 

services, and other emergency services? 

 

 YES   NO 

 

If you are in favor of the question, place an “X” in the box 

opposite “YES”.  If you are opposed to the question, place 

an “X” in the box opposite “NO”. 

 

3. How much revenue would the sales tax generate? 

 

The sales tax is estimated to generate approximately $1.5 million dollars annually. 

 

4. What can the funds from the 911 sales tax be used for? 

 

The funds must be used for providing central dispatching of fire protection, including law 

enforcement agencies, emergency ambulance service or any other emergency services, including 

emergency telephone services.  These funds may also be used for the purchase and maintenance 

of communications and emergency equipment, including the operational costs associated with 

the equipment, as well as providing space for central dispatching of 911. 

 

5. Who is responsible for management and control of the funds? 

 

In the event the voters approve a county sales tax for 911, the Lawrence County 

Commission is responsible for the initial appointment of the members of a board to administer 

the funds and oversee the provision of emergency services in the county. 

 

The board would be responsible for the administrative control and management of the 

money collected from the sales tax and the administrative control and management of the central 



 

 

dispatching of emergency services.  The board would be responsible for employing necessary 

personnel and providing space and equipment for the operation of central dispatching of 

emergency services from the funds available.  The board may also contract to provide services 

relating to the central dispatching of emergency services. 

 

6. What would the make-up of the Emergency Services Board be? 

 

The board is made up of seven members.  The initial members of the board are selected 

from and represent the fire protection districts, ambulance districts, sheriff’s department, 

municipalities, other emergency services and the general public.  No more than four members 

may be appointed from each district of the County Commission. 

 

 After the initial appointment of board members, the members of the board are elected, 

with three members elected from each district of the County Commission and one member 

elected at large. 

 

7. What responsibilities would the Emergency Services Board have? 

 

 The powers and duties of the board would include planning a 911 system and dispatching 

system; coordinating and supervising the implementation, upgrading and maintenance of the 

system (including establishing equipment specifications and coding systems); receiving money 

from the sales tax and authorizing expenditures; and hiring staff necessary for the 

implementation, upgrade and operation of the system. 

 

8. When would the sales tax go into effect if a majority of the voters vote in favor to the 

sales tax question? 

 

 The first day of the second calendar quarter after the Missouri Department of Revenue 

receives notice of adoption of the sales tax.  In this case, October 1, 2019. 

 

9. If the 911 sales tax is approved by the voters, what happens to the current landline tax 

levy? 

 

The central dispatch of emergency services must be operational within thirty-six months 

of beginning collection of the tax. The landline tax terminates at the end of the tax year in which 

the sales tax is certified by the Lawrence County Emergency Services Board to be fully 

operational.   

 

10. How many voters have to vote in favor or against the ballot question in order for it to 

pass or fail? 

 

 If a majority of voters vote in favor of the proposal, then the sales tax question would 

pass.  If a majority of voters vote in opposition of the proposal, then the sales tax question would 

fail. 

 


